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MISCELLANEA. 



THE EGYPTIAN PURIM. 

The Megillah, which even at the present day is read in Cairo 
on the 28th of Adar in commemoration of the wonderful escape 
of the Jews under Ahmed Shaitan, was published thirty years ago 
by Dr. Lowe, the travelling companion of Sir Moses Montefiore. 
In Nos. 7-9 of the Hebrew magazine Hamagid, from February 14-28, 
1866, the text of this Megillah, as read in Cairo, is printed, 
together with the most important explanations indicated by the 
Arabic translation, which Dr. Lowe had also made use of. It seems 
that Professor Graetz did not use this publication, for, although he 
refers in the third edition of the ninth volume, p. 22, n. 1, to 
Hamagid, 10 -he quotes erroneously pp. 7-9— he only knows that 
"formerly" a Megillah existed, an observation which induced 
Mr. Margoliouth to talk of " the long-lost Megillah of the Egyptian 
Purim" (J. Q.R., VIII, p. 274). In the same volume of Hamagid, No. 16, 
Supplement, mention is made of this Purim by Gurland, who pub- 
lishes, from a St. Petersburg manuscript, Samuel ben Nachman's note 
on these events, which was edited in the same year by Dr. Neubauer 
(Aus der Petersburger Bibliothek, p. 118, N. XXI a). 

The text which lay before Mr. Margoliouth is the same which was 
made known to us by Dr. LOwe, except that it is more correct and 
complete, owing to the fact that the numerous gaps, occasioned 
by similar endings, are filled up. For the sake of attaining still 
greater accuracy I give here a few corrections, offered by a comparison 
of both texts. 

Page 277, line 10, instead of DDH probably DEnn. 
1 from bottom, read B^N *pK. 



278, 



279. 



4, read Tvbw instead of irtaw. 
18, read npyt and 'Oil D1V IN^I. 
20, read DnyiC instead of DIVM . 

4 from bottom, read **nn* B^K- 

2, read \T\y. 

6, read W>B>. 
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Page 279, line 9, D3JV0K mnoa. It is noteworthy that Sambari, 
p. 145, also must have had the reading JlWnoa 
in the text of the Megillah. 
„ „ „ 18, read DHVT>n nvpD. 

„ „ „ 24, read icy njnpa, 12t6. 

„ 280, „ 2, the words inp^l, 1T1N7 K»i< 1J>3B"1 are missing. 
„ „ „ 5, reads correctly N?1 nD7E> l7»n ?'n YnnK 1BTW 

ro«->3 tpi niNx». 

„ „ „ 13-14, always D'Jpil rntP3. 

„ „ „ 19, read ITTI 731. 

„ „ „ ai,read13[*]nm. 

„ „ „ 22, read anew njnt? DV31 . 

„ „ „ 25, read '•v/l, 1TVIN. 

„ 281, „ 2, readd7DJ?3nj>m. 

„ „ „ 4,read13dn»jn. 

„ „ „ 5, read DnyT'K'paCI D .T tM 1 B> TO . 

„ „ „ io, ~\T)biiD wien "n -pant* 73. 

The conclusion reads more completely: 13V3p1 iyp7N 'n uytfin 

jton "py upuNi "irtana nan^n!? ienp dp? nniri7 D'-un ;» rnno 
-\rbr\T\ i2D3 -vni 1117 d?ij>? 17 m« iivjno. 

The 28th of Adar is, according to the plain statement in the 
Megillah and the tradition of the Egyptian Jews, the Purim of Cairo 1 . 
Samuel b. Nachman's statement that Ahmed Shaitan was beheaded 
on the 15th of Adar is an error. Although he was an eye-witness 
of the events, and a victim of the plundering — B* "IE>N ?3 p DJ inp?1 
Tpyi "b (not JV33 1? as Dr. Neubauer reads)— yet the date of the 28th 
of Adar is too well attested to underlie any doubt. It seems that the 
14th of Adar was the day on which the danger was worst, and this 
lost Purim day should be replaced by an everlasting new one. The 
latter was to be fixed a fortnight after the 14th, and should be always 
celebrated on the same day of the week as the old one. Thus I under- 
stand Sambari's words : 3"3 71B" tnri7 Y'U DniB 713^ DO? *B71 
E>in7 n"3 K1flB> DVn lniN. The colophon 3"'1N S|"p, given by Sambari, 
corresponds with the year 1524. His other indication, however, 

nnatr7 wni f[ba nw unx vob -w nm \u>d ie>y iijn, is evidently 

false. For not 1456, but 1835, corresponds according to the aera 

contractuum with the year 1524. But it is clear that we must read 

here JV3n pin? for nnOP pO?, for 1524-68= 1456. Sambari's 

Chronicle well deserves a new edition, in which Dr. Neubauer's 

omissions might be supplemented and a distinct line drawn between 

that which is borrowed and Sambari's own information. 

D. Kaufmann. 
1 See Zunz, die Ritus, p. 130. 



